Knowtedge Ball

An incentive (see incentive section) can be given to
The winner.

(Object of the

Review information from math, social studies,

science, literature or reading lessons. Other :)ng 85’ti§ﬂ5

a. Famous people (The first student names a

:*’ . ’ . famous person. The second must name what
3 Organize curriculum questions that person is famous for.)

& b. Manners/Foliteness (Each student must name
q : arule.)

a eoft ball to tose c. Naming trees, flowers, birds, wild animals or

domestic animals.

d. Life skills and how to show them.

Have students make a circle around the room.
Provide a topic for the game. Give one student a
soft ball, like a tennis ball or beanbag. The student
should throw the ball underhand to another
student in the circle.
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_a. Divide the class in half. Have sides face each
other. Toss a volleyball or basketball back and
forth down the line. Each student must state

The student who catches the ball has five seconds a fact when catching the ball or he or she is

to give one fact about the selected topic. If a out.

student is unable to make a statement, he or she b. As a student catches the ball, he or she must
is out of the game. As students exit the game, throw the ball in the air and state a fact before
they must sit quietly and watch the rest of the catching it. If correct, he or she tosses the ball
game in the center of the circle. Flay until only one to another student.

person is left.

For example, you are going to play the game using a
book you are reading as a class:

The first student tosses the ball.

The second student catches the ball and states,
“Johnny had straight black hair” He then tosses
the ball to another student.

This student states, “The car wouldn’t start so
Johnny had to walk.” Then she tosses the ball to
someone else.

The next student catches the ball but cannot think
of a comment. He is out of the game and must sit
quietly in the center until everyone is eliminated but
the winner.
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K nowledge Pall

Geography
a. Capitals of U.S. (The first student names a
state. The second student names the state’s
capital.)
b. Countries (The first student names a country.
The second student names the continent where
that country is located.)

c. Mountains (Each student must name a moun-
tain range or individual mountain.)

Math

a. Multiplication tables (The first student tosses
the ball and says “7.” The second student
tosses the ball and says “8.” The third student
must say “Do.")

b. Counting in multiples (Be sure to provide a max-
imum.) Start a new counting sequence when
someone misses or the maximum is reached.

¢. Division (The first student gives a division prob-
lem like “D@ divided by 8" The second student
must give an answer and then state another
problem before tossing the ball.)

K eading

a. Character analysis (Johnny's hair was red,
Cynthia was bashful, etc.)

b. Settings (in Lake County, by Lake Annie, in the
kitchen, etc.)

c. Plot (Johnny was afraid to fall; Marina knew the
secret, ete.)

d. Sequencing (One person eays a plot fact, and

the person catching the ball states the next
element of the plot.)

Science
a. Definitions
b. Chemical symbols (The first student states a
chemical “gold.” The second student must
state the symbol “Au.”)

Spelling
a. Give a word. The student catching the ball
must spell the word correctly.

b. Syllables (Student must state how many
eyllables are in the spelling word.)

c. Definitions (Student must give the correct
definition of the word.)
d. Synonyms/Antonyms

e. Sentences (Student must use the spelling word
i a sentence.)

Vecabulary
a. Definitions (The first student gives a vocabulary
word. The hext student must give the defini-
tion.)
b. Synonyms/Antonyms (One student must give a
word. The next student gives a word that
tmeans the same or the opposite.)

c. Sentences (One student says a vocabulary
word. The next student uses that word in a
sentence.)
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| Thought | Saw a Purple Cow

Select one student to sit in the “it” chair, facing
effective when played at the beginning of the year away from the clase.
to help students get to know each other.

Silently select another student.

This student recites, “| thought | saw a purple cow,”
or another selected nonsense sentence. This
student should use a disguised voice.

The “it” student must guess who the speaker is.
If the student is correct, he or she gets an
incentive or a point, and is “it” again.

If the guess is incorrect, the speaker is the new “it”
person.

Other nonsense statements are:
" “| saw the cow jump over the moon.”
“Julius Caesar has come to town.”
“| sprayed a rainbow into the sky.”

h TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010



Help 9tud6nt5 conoentrate and think fast. It also
helps get a class motivated first thing in the

morning.

one number For each student, a bowl

')11"“119'!"";-'?} Sl

121 h_:_'

Place one humber for each student in a bowl. Have

students draw a number. Start the round by giving

a word and epelling it correctly. The student with
number one gives a new word that starts with the
last letter of the previous word and spells it
correctly. The student with number two gives a
hew word starting with the last letter of the word
from student one. Go around the room three
times.

The student must spell the word correctly. If the
word is spelled incorrectly, the student is eliminated.

The student has 10 seconds to think of a word. I
the student cannot think of a word, he or she is
eliminated. Trying to eliminate other students is
part of the game.

Points

® One point is given for each letter in the word the
student epells. The longer the word, the more
points a student receives.

® An extra point is awarded if the word is/was one
of the class spelling words.

After three rounds, the student with the most
points can receive an incentive.

TLE10560 Copyright © Teaching & Leaming Company, Garthage, IL 62321-pp1g



Match-Catch

Help students memorize information from subjects
they are currently studying.

Questions or a list of words

Materials |

None

Directions |

Divide the class in half. Have the teams stand
facing each other in two long lines.

The first person in line makes a statement that
needs a match. (Example: Ruler of England)

The first student on the other team must answer
correctly (Example match: King George Ill) or s
eliminated. If the student cannot find a match,
then the first student has “caught” the second
student. If the student answers correctly, then he
or she makes a statement to try and catch the
next person on the other team. The student who
asked the question goes to the end of the line. The
play follows down the line, moving students up as
others are eliminated. The last pereon standing is
the winner.

|
t_- TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010

The student trying to “catch,” must know an
answer to their statement. All answers must
come from memory. No notes allowed.

iculum Variations

Grammar

The first student says a sentence that might or
might not be grammatically correct. The second
student must either state “The sentence is
correct” or correct the grammatical error.

Spelling
The first student gives a word. The second student
must spell it correctly or give its definition.

R e A I [
Game Variations.
The class stands in a circle with the teacher in the
middle. The teacher gives the statement and
students take turns answering. If they cannot find
a match, they are eliminated.




5 Develop deductive thinking skills. Also practice
teamwork and build community.

Choose one student to take the mystery can home
and place an object inside. The next day, place the

can at the front of the classroom with the lid
closed. The rest of the students ask questions

that can be answered with “yes” or “no?” Each stu-
dent can ask two questions. The first student to
figure out what is inside the can wins, Then select

a new student to take the mystery can home.

can.

b.

animal, vegetable or mineral, the student allows
20 questions before giving a clue to the can’s
contents.

The can may go home with a different student
each night and whatever is placed in the can
must follow a theme for the entire week.
(colors, toys, sports, food, etc.)

- The student must place something in the can

that relates to a current unit of study in the
classroom,

. The student gives three clues. Each student

who wishes to guess writes an answer on a
piece of paper. The student who brought the
can reads the written responses and deter-
mines a winner.

- Instead of the teacher giving an incentive, the

student who took the can home may be respon-
sible for the prize given by bringing it himself

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010
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‘Old Maid” Game
Object of the Game

Review curriculum topics.
P Math-

. L Use multiplication problems, thought problems,
Preara’rmn addition or subtraction problems.
List of questions iiai

R.eading

Ma’ceriaLs Ask questions from the current reading or social

studies book.
an object for each student with his or her name on

it Spelling

_ Fractice new and old spelling words.
Directions

Give each student an object like a beanbag, a chip
or a piece of cardboard with his or her name on it.
Ask a question and allow the first student who
raises a hand to answer it.

If the answer is correct, the object goes into a hat
or box. This student may not answer any tore
questions. Only students with an object may
answet.

If the answer is incorrect, the student must hold
on to the object and cannot answer another ques-
tion until only 10 students are left. They may then
get into the game again.

The last student holding an object is the Old Maid

and loses the game. |

\
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Musical Circles

Have the class form three or four circles in the
room. One student should stand in the middle of
each circle. Give each group a ball. Start the
music and have the groups pass the ball around
the circle. When the music stops, the student in
the middle gives a spelling word or curriculum ques-
tion (from the list) to the student holding the ball.

If the question is answered correctly, that student
goes to the middle, and the original student joins
the circle. If the question is incorrect, the student
is out of the game and takes a seat. The game is
repeated until there is one winner in each group.

You can have one winner in each group, or when the
groups get smaller, students can form one circle so
there is one winner.

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-p010
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ivjateriars.

supplies for an obstacle course, a bell or buzzer

Have students build an obstacle course in the
classroom. An example of the obstacle course
is: a path through desks and around chairs,
jump over a Hula-Hoop™, bounce a ball three
times, do five jumping jacks and ring a bell (or
buzzer).

Divide the class into two teams and have them
line up at the chalkboard. Have one student
from each team ready to write on the board.
Read a question. The students race to write
the correct answer on the board and travel
through the obstacle course to be first to ring
the bell. The winning team gets one point.

I the answer is incorrect, the student does
not get to run the obstacle course. Repeat
until all students have had a chance o answer.

Give an incentive to the winning team.

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Leamning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010

This game may be played outside. The students
write their answers on a piece of paper before they
run through the obstacle course.

The opposing teams must run through the obstacle
course in opposite directions, Be sure to place a
bell at both ends.
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Pick and Pass

List of questions

aterials

two plastic bowls, paper cut in smaller pieces

42

Write each student’s name on a piece of paper and
place them in the first plastic bowl.

Write curriculum questions on pieces of paper and
place them in the second plastic bowl.

Fass both bowls to a student. The student picks a
hame from the first bowl and a question from the
second bowl. The student whose name is drawn
must answer the questions. If the student draws
his or her own name, that scudent must answer
the question.

If the student answers correctly, he or she gets
the two bowls and asks a question. Play until all
the students have had a turn. If the answer is
incorrect, the student loses the turn and another
hame is picked. The new student is given the same
question. Repeat the question until a correct
answer is given,

Do not replace students’ names in the bowl. The
questions can be replaced in the bowl if necessary.

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL. 62321-0010



List of curriculum statements that can be
answered “true” or “false”

Ask a "yes” (true) or “no” (false) question. For
example, “The capital of California is Sacramento.”

If the answer is “yes” (true), the students drum
their desk with their fingere.

If the answer is “no” (false), the students stamp
their feet on the floor.

If 2 student answers incorrectly and is caught, he
or she is out of the game and must sit on the floor
next to a desk. That student is no longer allowed
to drum or stamp, but should continue to pay
attention.

()

AR

Play the game on an honor system. Students
must drop out of the game and sit on the floor if
they answer incorrectly. They should then write
their answers instead of drumming and stamping.

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010
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Second Chance

game to play outside, where there is plenty of

roorl.

Preparation

List of curriculum questions

Have the class make a circle. Students should
then pair up with someone next to them.

Round 1

Give a question to one pair at a time. As sooh as
you read the question, the two students race to
raise their hand to answer. The student who was
first and answered correctly moves to the inside of
the circle. The other student remains in the out-
side circle. Flay continues until all the pairs in the
outside circle have a chance to answer a question.

Form a circle with the group inside. They should
face the students in the outside circle.

Round 2

The students now pair up with the person they are
facing. Again, ask a question to one pair at a time.
The first student to raise a hand gets to answer
the question.

If the student on the inside circle answers first
(and correctly), he or she stays there and the
student on the outside circle is out of the game.

If the student on the outside answers first, he or
she moves to the inside circle and the other
student moves to the outside circle.

Continue playing until all pairs have answered an
equal number of questions.

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Gompany, Carthage, IL 62321-0010
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B 1’&-«;:1: -t o1 The |
Review the eight parts of speech (noun, verb,

adverb, adjective, pronoun, preposition, conjunction,
interjection).

None

None

“Begin,” the students begin walking, following each
other to form a snake that circles around the
desks. Call out “Nouns!” and name a student to
start.

Each student must call out a noun until five
students are eliminated. A student is eliminated
if he or she cannot think of a new noun or repeats
one already said. Eliminated students must sit
down.

Then call out “Verbs!” All students can play again.

Continue through the entire list of parte of speech.

TLC10560 Copyright © Teaching & Leaming Company, Carthage, L 82321-0010

L ekt

Have students list:

e social studies facts

¢ science chemical terms

e states of the United States
o Presidents

e continents

e countries of the world

49
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